
 

Introduction 

Our 2021 MECACC Doorknock advocacy mission to Washington took place last week, 

with a dozen representatives of the American Chambers of Commerce in the GCC 

promoting business-friendly policies at a pivotal moment in U.S. foreign trade generally, 

and Middle East policy specifically. 

 

We met with key congressional offices focusing on the Senate Finance and House Ways 

& Means Committees, as well as the U.S. Trade Representative Office and U.S. 

Chamber of Commerce, promoting our trade, competitiveness and tax issues. We were 

encouraged to encounter a refreshing and unexpected spirit of bipartisanship on many if 

not most of our issues. 

 

My remarks at a National Council on U.S.-Arab Relations may be seen at the following 

link: 

https://youtu.be/dPqJomMSFt8?t=1215  

  

Upcoming Holidays, Events, Webinars, and Conferences 

• USSBC Program: For a schedule of upcoming U.S.-Saudi Business Council 

(USSBC) events and webinars see here. 

• Red Sea Film Festival: December 6-15 

• MIT Enterprise Forum: March 2022 

  

 

 

https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=3aeeeefcec&e=e3f02dcb89
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COVID-19 Status, Restrictions, Aid, and Enforcement 

• Status: Saudi Arabia reports as of September 26, 2021, a sustained decline in 

COVID cases, with: 

o 44 new coronavirus cases daily, led by Riyadh, Jeddah, and 

Madinah; 

o 2,277 active cases, 546,926 cumulative;  

o 58 recoveries daily, 535,950 cumulative (>98% recovery rate);  

o 5 deaths daily, 8,699 cumulative (<2% fatality rate);  

o 41,585,141 vaccine doses administered (18,331,093 fully 

vaccinated). 

• Vaccines: Saudi Arabia has approved the Pfizer, Oxford-AstraZeneca, Johnson 

and Johnson, and Moderna vaccines for import and use. Health authorities 

have initiated a major vaccination campaign, which consists of several 

phases scheduled to be completed by late 2021. The stated goal is to 

reach 80% population immunity. The Ministry of Health has affirmed the safety 

of the mixing of vaccines approved in the Kingdom. The Ministry of Health also 

allows those who have recovered from COVID to receive two doses of a 

vaccine. 

o Registration: Vaccines are available for citizens and residents. To 

register, use the “Tawakkalna” app.  

  

Public Sector Updates  

• No significant recent developments. 

  

Corporate / Employment 

• USSTG Updates: For the latest updates from the US-Saudi Trade Group 

(USSTG), see here. 

• Expatriate Decline: The number of foreigners working in the private and 

government sectors decreased by 8.52%, or 571,000, in the past year from 6.7 

million to 6.1 million.  
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Legal 

• Al Tamimi Legal Magazine: For Al Tamimi Law’s latest magazine issue (August 

2021, focus is on technology, media, and telecom), see here. 

• Waste Management Law: Saudi Arabia has introduced a new waste 

management law in which offenders face a maximum of 10 years in prison 

and/or a fine not exceeding SAR 30 million. 

• Begging Penalties: Saudi Arabia has approved new strict regulations to counter 

begging, with penalties including a maximum jail term of one year and a fine of 

SAR 100,000. 

• Residency Violator Arrests: 15,693 violators of residency, labor, and border 

security laws were arrested across Saudi Arabia in recent days. 

• Palm Ban: Authorities have banned the cultivation of palm trees in gardens 

and roadsides to control the spread of the red palm weevil. 

  

Visas, Travel, and Repatriation 

• Travel Resumes: Saudi Arabia has lifted its ban on travelers from all countries 

except Ethiopia, Vietnam, Afghanistan, Egypt, Lebanon, Turkey, Brazil, India, 

Indonesia, and Pakistan.  

o Travel Guidelines: For an outline of travel guidelines to and from 

Saudi Arabia, see here. For Saudia’s travel guidelines, see here.  

o Visa Extensions: The General Directorate of Passports (Jawazat) 

has clarified that exit and reentry visas of expatriates who are 

outside the Kingdom can be extended electronically through the 

employer’s Absher or Muqeem platform, after paying fees through 

the SADAD payment system. 

o Saudi Citizens: Vaccinated Saudi citizens may also resume 

international travel, though they are banned from direct or indirect 

travel without prior permission to Libya, Yemen, Armenia, 

Afghanistan, Syria, Iran, Somalia, Belarus, India, Lebanon, Turkey, 

Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Venezuela. 

o Tawakkalna Requirements: The General Authority of Civil Aviation 

(GACA) requires airlines operating in the Kingdom that boarding 

passes can only be issued to passengers who have either been 
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vaccinated or have not been infected as registered in 

the Tawakkalna application. GACA said that Tawakklana is 

mandatory for entering airports and boarding flights in the Kingdom. 

o Health Insurance Requirements: Foreign visitors who come to 

Saudi Arabia are required to have health insurance 

coverage against COVID-19 infection. 

o Institutional Quarantine Requirement: All non-Saudi unvaccinated 

arrivals in the Kingdom must undergo a week-long institutional 

quarantine starting May 20. Foreign visitors arriving by air from most 

countries are exempted from the quarantine if they have been 

vaccinated. Approved vaccines are Johnson & Johnson, Moderna, 

Pfizer, and AstraZeneca. Recipients of the Sinopharm and Sinovac 

vaccines require booster doses. 

o COVID Test Requirement: Non-Saudi travelers over eight years old 

must show a negative PCR Covid-19 test result less than 72 hours 

old. 

o Immunization Portal: Saudi Arabia has launched an online portal 

for travelers to register immunization data. 

• Re-Entry Visa Conversion: The General Directorate of Passports (Jawazat) has 

announced that exit and re-entry visas cannot be converted into a final exit 

visa while the holder is outside the Kingdom. 

  

Business / Economy  

• General: 

o GDP Per Capita Growth: Saudi Arabia’s GDP per capita at current 

prices jumped by 14.2% on an annual basis in H1 2021 to 

about SAR 41,184. 

o September Sukuk: The National Debt Management Center (NDMC) 

has closed its $1.7 billion September 2021 issuance under the SAR-

denominated Sukuk program.  

• Finance, Insurance, Investment, and Sovereign Wealth: 

o PIF Green Ambitions: The PIF plans to announce its first green 

debt issuance as it looks to increase the role that environmental, 
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social and governance principles play in its investments. Saudi 

Arabia aims to deploy 50% of its investments in renewable 

and sustainable power sources. 

o LinkedIn Top Startups: LinkedIn has released its 2021 LinkedIn 

Top Startups list, identifying the Kingdom’s top 10 startups. 

• Real Estate, Construction, Infrastructure, and Megaprojects: 

o NEOM Labor City Tenders: Saudi Arabia is working to accelerate 

the construction of projects in the NEOM megaproject. The Kingdom 

also plans to offer tenders for building labor cities 

accommodating up to 100,000 workers. 

o Algosaibi Default Settled: Ahmad Hamad Algosaibi & Brothers 

Co., which has been locked in legal battles and negotiations with 

creditors over $7.5 billion of debt since 2009, has reached 

a settlement with creditors. 

o SWPC EoI: The Saudi Water Partnership Company (SWPC) has 

invited expressions of interest (EoIs) for the Riyadh-Qassim 

Independent Water Transmission Pipeline (IWTP) project. 

• Industry, Utilities, Desalination, and Logistics: 

o Solar Panel Manufacturing: The Saudi Authority for Industrial 

Cities and Technology Zones (Modon) has announced that 23 new 

factories involved in the manufacture of solar energy panels and 

systems, will be built across the Kingdom. 

• Defense:  

o US Helicopter Maintenance Deal: The US State Department 

announced Thursday the approval of a maintenance contract worth 

up to $500 million for Saudi Arabia’s military helicopter fleet. 

o Greece Exercises: The Saudi and Emirati militaries have arrived in 

Greece to begin joint exercises with the Greek and Egyptian 

militaries. 
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• Tourism, Hospitality, Culture, and Entertainment: 

o Read Sea Group Merger: The Red Sea Development Company 

(TRSDC) and Amaala, owned by the PIF, will soon be unified under 

the "Red Sea Group" to increase efficiencies. 

o Amaala Green Loan: Saudi Arabia plans to raise up to SAR 10 

billion next year for Amaala. 

• Retail, Luxury, and E-Commerce:  

o Amazon-American Express Partnership: Amazon Payment 

Services has partnered with American Express to offer Amex 

cardholders access to thousands of online merchants in the 

Kingdom. 

• Religion:  

o No significant recent developments. 

• Education: 

o Vaccine-Exempt Students: The Public Health Authority (Weqaya) 

announced that students who are excluded from receiving the 

coronavirus vaccine will be treated as immunized students. 

o Education Overhaul: Saudi Arabia has announced a new program 

aimed at "aligning educational outcomes with the needs of the labor 

market, and localizing high-skilled jobs through the reskilling and 

training of citizens. 

• Healthcare: 

o No significant recent developments. 

• Technology and Telecom: 

o Mobily-Ericsson 5G Deal: Mobily has signed an agreement with 

Ericsson to boost 5G in the Kingdom. 

o STC IPO: STC has completed the retail and institutional subscription 

to the initial public offering of Arabian Internet and Communications 

Services Co, raising SAR 3.624 billion. 
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• Food and Agriculture: 

o Brazil Meat Ban Lifted: The Saudi Food and Drug Authority (SFDA) 

has lifted a suspension of Brazilian meat imports from five 

meatpackers imposed this month after two cases of mad cow 

disease. 

• Natural Resources, Mining, and Environment: 

o No significant recent developments. 

• Oil and Energy: Oil prices most recently stood on September 26 at $76.29 pbb 

for Saudi oil (Arab Light) and $73.98 pbb for West Texas Intermediate (WTI). 

o Arabian Sun: For Aramco’s most recent weekly newsletter 

(September 22) see here. 

o Exxon-SABIC Texas JV: SABIC has begun preparations for an 

initial startup for its petrochemical joint venture with Exxon 

Mobil near Corpus Christi, Texas. 

  

Geopolitical 

• Yemen: Houthi forces continue to target Saudi Arabia with drones and missiles. 

  

GCC  

• Saudi-UAE Trade Drop: The value of Saudi Arabia's imports from the UAE fell 

by 33% in July. 

• UAE: 

o Stimulus Wind Down: The UAE Central Bank announced that it 

has begun winding down an economic support program launched in 

response to the COVID pandemic as the economy shows signs of 

gradual recovery. 

o Government Restructuring: Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al-

Maktoum has announced ministerial changes and a new federal 

government structure for the next 50 years. 

o Growth Forecasts: The UAE Central Bank predicts the economy 

will grow 2.1% this year and 4.2% in 2022. 
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o Expo 2020 Dubai Entry Requirements: Adult visitors of Expo 2020 

Dubai will be required to present proof of vaccine or a negative PCR 

test. 

o UK Investments: The UAE’s Mubadala fund plans to invest $13.8 

billion) in the UK over the next five years with a focus on the energy 

transition, infrastructure, technology, and life sciences industries. 

o UAE-India Trade Pact: India and UAE plan to conclude a 

Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) by the 

end of the year with the aim to lift trade between the two 

countries by 70% in five years. 

o Emirates IATA Travel Pass: Emirates is set to become the first 

airline to roll out the IATA Travel Pass worldwide. 

o Amazon Expansion: Amazon said it plans to create 1,500 direct 

and indirect jobs in the United Arab Emirates this year as it expands 

its presence in the country. 

• Qatar:  

o Energy Minister Comments: Qatar’s energy minister said that he 

believes currently high gas prices reflect a lack of investment as well 

as a shortage of supply but that the situation is not a crisis. He 

further stated that Doha has no plans to return to OPEC following its 

withdrawal in 2019. 

o Littering Penalty: Qatari authorities announced a QAR 10,000 

penalty for anyone caught littering at beaches, in front of houses, 

roads, and public spaces. 

o UK Travel: Fully vaccinated travelers from Qatar will be allowed to 

enter the UK with no quarantine requirements starting October 4. 

• Kuwait:  

o Oil Gathering Center: State-owned Kuwait Oil Co. has started 

operations at a new gathering center that can handle 100,000 b/d of 

crude oil. 

o Tourism Ambitions: Kuwait Touristic Enterprises plans to increase 

its capital by $831.39 million as it looks to reinvigorate tourism. 
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• Bahrain: 

o VAT Increase: Bahrain will double its value-added tax (VAT) to 10% 

as it looks to boost revenues and rein in its budget deficit. 

• Oman: 

o UK Flights: Passengers can now fly from Oman to the UK. 

o Oman Air Oneworld Alliance: State-owned Oman Air announced 

its intention to apply to join the Oneworld global airline alliance. 

  

Other 

• Miscellaneous: For earlier developments, see here. 

 

 

Resources 

• Previous Newsletters 

• Ministry of Health Dashboard 

• Ministry of Health Coronavirus Guidance 

• New Companies Law (English) 

• Chamber of Commerce Global Policy Dashboard 

• Ministry of Investment Guide to Business Continuity 

• US-Saudi Business Council 

• Saudi-US Trade Group 

• American Community of Saudi Arabia Newsletters 

https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=2beccda9f7&e=e3f02dcb89
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=3b6ee46a88&e=e3f02dcb89
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=b321d96588&e=e3f02dcb89
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=25b488cace&e=e3f02dcb89
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=bc81e4d203&e=e3f02dcb89
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=42d9d327d3&e=e3f02dcb89
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=e9bee5a5b3&e=e3f02dcb89
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=785e77953e&e=e3f02dcb89
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=5ced7f8915&e=e3f02dcb89
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=9b202b90ea&e=e3f02dcb89
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=42e6786b88&e=e3f02dcb89
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=2f787e77d0&e=e3f02dcb89
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=0e5f026a30&e=e3f02dcb89


 

• US Embassy in Saudi Arabia 

• US State Department Travel Information 

 

   

 

 

We will be happy to provide more specific advice in the context of particular 
circumstances, concerns, and priorities; please let us know. 
 

Christopher H. Johnson, Managing Attorney  

 

 

 

Disclaimer: While the above information was gathered from sources believed to be 
accurate at the time, we cannot be responsible for errors due to human or technical error.  
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