
 

Introduction 

Amidst continuing regional turmoil and disruption of established power balances in 

Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Yemen and now Afghanistan, our Middle East Council of 

American Chambers of Commerce, uniting nine American Chambers of Commerce 

throughout the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), is preparing for its annual 

Washington Doorknock, an advocacy mission to our representatives on Capitol Hill 

and administrative agencies with responsibilities in the region. 

 

Our main targets include House and Senate committees and subcommittees with 

jurisdiction over trade, tax and international security, including House Ways & 

Means, Foreign Affairs, and Appropriations and Senate Finance, Foreign Relations, 

and Armed Services. 

 

With continuing heartbreaking developments in Afghanistan, we will be emphasizing 

the continuing importance to U.S. and global interests of stability, peace and 

progress in the Middle East, in competition with forces with radically opposing views 

of human rights, peaceful coexistence and state policies. Our position on these 

matters follows. 

 

 



Staying the Course 

 

While not condoning the inexcusable extrajudicial October 2, 2018 killing of Jamal 

Khashoggi or other human rights violations in Saudi Arabia and its GCC partners, 

this must be balanced against a continuing series of positive social changes, 

including promotion of women in the workforce, diminished authority for the religious 

policy to enforce Islamic norms, abandonment of the guardianship system limiting 

women’s freedom to travel, and gender segregation in offices, restaurants and 

society.  At a time when Islamic fundamentalism remains ascendent in Afghanistan, 

Iran, Lebanon and elsewhere, the U.S. retains a continuing national interest to 

remain engaged with Saudi Arabia and other GCC countries, not only to coordinate 

regional policies with well-disposed partners in the region, but also to avoid 

abandoning the field to Iranian, Chinese, Russian and other competing influences. 

 

American professionals, executives, experts, and thought leaders living and working 

in the Gulf have been encouraging and promoting these positive changes, with an 

opportunity in the context of initiatives to privatize and deregulate economies to 

prosper in a post-carbon era creating increasing demand for foreign investment and 

presence. Saudi institutions, both private and public, are influenced for the better by 

the presence of American and other expatriate leaders in executive, governance, 

and advisory roles. Far better to preserve influence by staying the course, building 

on a legacy of positive achievements, and joining progressive elements in 

implementing further positive change.   

 

Strong relationships are needed to nurture these reforms, as Saudi values 

increasingly align with global norms in education, culture, role of women in society, 

healthcare, industrial development and other areas. Foreign partners have 

contributed positively in transforming society based on Saudi appreciation of their 



work ethic, professional quality, managerial skills and commitment to progress, a 

partnership that deserves encouragement, not abandonment, a strategy whose risks 

are so alarmingly evident currently in Afghanistan and elsewhere. 

 

As the Saudi government takes substantial risks in reorganizing its social and 

economic systems in often locally controversial ways, remaining concerned friends to 

influence policies in positive directions will help minimize resistance and avoid past 

mistakes, thereby preserving this oasis of cooperation in a region otherwise riven 

with resistance and confrontation to our nation and its values.  

 

At the same time, we applaud the efforts by international humanitarian and state 

organizations to confront Saudi leadership over human rights abuses thereby 

encouraging Gulf countries to align policies going forward with global norms, and the 

many ways in which local leadership has embraced recommended reforms. 

 

Institutions and individuals should remain engaged, to help shape behavior and 

standards in positive directions. Saudi Arabia and its Gulf allies are and will remain 

critical components in the effort to contain and influence the sort of extremism that 

we are currently seeing in countries like Afghanistan, Iran, Lebanon and Yemen, and 

help build a counterweight to worrisome challenges to international interests and 

values. 

 

International partnerships with Saudi Arabia have developed and grown over 80+ 

years based on common interests extending well beyond energy, defense and 

regional stability, and if properly nourished promise to continue to play a key role in 

maintaining strong relations with the region and containing the threat of Islamic 

resistance and confrontation.   



 Upcoming Holidays, Events, Webinars, and Conferences 

• USSBC Program: For a schedule of upcoming U.S.-Saudi Business Council 

(USSBC) events and webinars see here. 

• National Day: September 23 

• Red Sea Film Festival: December 6-15 

  

COVID-19 Status, Restrictions, Aid, and Enforcement 

• Status: Saudi Arabia reports as of September 6, 2021, a slight uptick in 

COVID cases, with: 

o 120 new coronavirus cases daily, led by Riyadh, Jeddah, and 

Makkah; 

o 2,602 active cases, 545,243 cumulative;  

o 219 recoveries daily, 534,062 cumulative (>98% recovery rate);  

o 7 deaths daily, 8,579 cumulative (<2% fatality rate);  

o 47,732 tests administered daily; 

o 38,070,056 vaccine doses administered (15,630,093 fully vaccinated). 

• Vaccines: Saudi Arabia has approved both the Pfizer, Oxford-AstraZeneca, 

Johnson and Johnson, and Moderna vaccines for import and use. Inoculation 

is not compulsory. Health authorities have initiated a major vaccination 

campaign, which consists of several phases scheduled to be completed by 

late 2021. The stated goal is to reach 80% population immunity.  
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o Registration: Registration for the vaccine is now available for citizens 

and residents. To register, visit here or use 

the iOS or Android “Sehanty” apps. Within 24 hours applicants will 

receive a message providing a date for receiving vaccine doses.  

o Vaccines for Adolescents: Saudi Arabia will start inoculating young 

people aged 12 to 18 against COVID with the Pfizer-BioNtech vaccine 

after it was approved by the Saudi Food and Drug Authority. The 

Ministry of Education said it plans to vaccinate 2,726,516 students 

through vaccination centers approved by the Ministry of Health before 

the start of the academic year. 

o 50% Vaccination Rate: Half of the population of Saudi Arabia 

has received a vaccine. 

o Safety of Mixing Vaccines: The Ministry of Health has reaffirmed the 

safety of the mixing of vaccines approved in the Kingdom. 

o Vaccines for Recoverees: The Ministry of Health announced that 

those who have recovered from COVID can still receive two doses of 

a vaccine. 

• Protocols: Saudi Arabia now has some of the world’s most 

stringent vaccination protocols. 

• Moderna Approved for Children: The Saudi Food and Drug Authority 

(SFDA) approved the use of the Moderna COVID vaccine for children aged 

12-17. 
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Public Sector Updates  

• Anti-Pollution Initiative: The National Center for Environmental Compliance 

(NCEC) has announced a fine of up to SR20 million ($5.3 million) on anyone 

found polluting marine waters and aquatic environments. 

• Female Soldiers: The first batch of female soldiers has graduated from 

the Armed Forces Women’s Training Centre. 

  

Corporate / Employment 

• USSTG Updates: For the latest updates from the US-Saudi Trade Group 

(USSTG), see here. 

• Anti-Concealment Grace Period: Authorities have decided to extend the 

grace period for anti-concealment law violations for an additional six months, 

from August 23, 2021 to February 16, 2022. 

• New Professional Categories: The Ministry of Human Resources and 

Social Development (MHRSD) has added 120 professions that fall under six 

new specializations under its professional verification initiative. 

• Saudization Levels: The National Saudization program (Nitaqat) has 

succeeded in employing 1.8 million Saudis since it was launched in 2011. 

  

Legal 

• Al Tamimi Legal Magazine: For Al Tamimi Law’s latest magazine issue (July 

2021, focus is on family business, real estate, and construction), see here. 
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• Expatriates Permitted to Own Property: Expatriates who are legal 

residents can apply for a permit to buy a single property on the Absher 

platform. 

• Smartphone Misuse Penalties: Saudi Arabia has imposed harsh penalties 

for those who use smartphones “in violation of the privacy of others.” 

  

Visas, Travel, and Repatriation 

• Travel Resumes: Saudi Arabia has lifted its ban on travelers from all 

countries except the UAE, Ethiopia, Vietnam, Afghanistan, Egypt, Lebanon, 

Turkey, Brazil, Argentina, South Africa, India, Indonesia, and Pakistan.  

o Travel Guidelines: For an outline of travel guidelines to and from 

Saudi Arabia, see here. For Saudia’s travel guidelines, see here.  

o Visa Extensions: The General Directorate of Passports (Jawazat) 

has clarified that exit and reentry visas of expatriates who are outside 

the Kingdom can be extended electronically through the employer’s 

Absher or Muqeem platform, after paying fees through the SADAD 

payment system. 

o Saudi Citizens: Vaccinated Saudi citizens may also resume 

international travel, though they are banned from direct or indirect 

travel without prior permission to Libya, Yemen, Armenia, 

Afghanistan, Syria, Iran, Somalia, Belarus, India, Lebanon, Turkey, 

Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Venezuela. 

o Tawakkalna Requirements: The General Authority of Civil Aviation 

(GACA) requires airlines operating in the Kingdom that boarding 

passes can only be issued to passengers who have either been 
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vaccinated or have not been infected as registered in the Tawakkalna 

application. GACA said that Tawakklana is mandatory for entering 

airports and boarding flights in the Kingdom. 

o Health Insurance Requirements: Foreign visitors who come to 

Saudi Arabia are required to have health insurance coverage against 

COVID-19 infection. 

o Institutional Quarantine Requirement: All non-Saudi unvaccinated 

arrivals in the Kingdom must undergo a week-long institutional 

quarantine starting May 20. Foreign visitors arriving by air from most 

countries are exempted from the quarantine if they have been 

vaccinated. Approved vaccines are Johnson & Johnson, Moderna, 

Pfizer, and AstraZeneca.  

o COVID Test Requirement: Non-Saudi travelers over eight years old 

must show a negative PCR Covid-19 test result less than 72 hours 

old. 

o Immunization Portal: Saudi Arabia has launched an online portal for 

travelers to register immunization data. 

• Quarantines for Vaccinated Indians Lifted: Authorities announced that 

Indian nationals, who have traveled to India after receiving both vaccine 

doses in Saudi Arabia, will be able to return directly without needing to 

quarantine. 

• Travel Law Penalties: Saudi Arabia has imposed harsher penalties for 

violations of its Travel Law.  

• Vaccines for Domestic Flights: Saudi Arabia has mandated vaccinations 

for domestic flights. 
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• Passport Tampering Fine: Passport tampering is punishable by a maximum 

fine of SR100,000, and a five-year travel ban. 

  

Business / Economy  

• General: 

o Non-Oil Export Growth: Saudi non-oil exports hit SAR23.5 billion in 

June 2021, their highest-ever monthly level. 

o Oil Export Growth: The value of Saudi Arabia's oil exports in June 

increased 123% to $16.4 billion from a year earlier. 

o Foreign Investment Growth: Direct foreign investment into Saudi 

Arabia rose by about 13% in Q1 2021. 

o Net Foreign Assets Fall: Saudi Arabia’s net foreign assets fell $4.4 

billion in July. 

o Entrepreneurship Ranking: Saudi Arabia ranks first globally in 

four entrepreneurship indicators. 

• Finance, Insurance, Investment, and Sovereign Wealth: 

o Carbon Trading Platform: Saudi Arabia plans to launch a trading 

platform for carbon offsets and credits produced in the Middle East 

and North Africa. 

o ACWA Power IPO: ACWA Power announced its intention to float on 

the Riyadh bourse in an IPO. 

o Mortgage Finance Deal: The Saudi Real Estate Refinance Company 

(SRC), a mortgage financier backed by the PIF, reached a refinancing 
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deal with the General Organisation for Social Insurance of Saudi 

Arabia (GOSI) worth $533.35 million. 

• Real Estate, Construction, Infrastructure, and Megaprojects: 

o Residential Demand: Saudi Arabia will need an additional one million 

residential units by 2030 to cater to the growing demand in its cities. 

• Industry, Utilities, Desalination, and Logistics: 

o Riyadh Bus Transport Trials: The King Abdulaziz Public Bus 

Transport Network in Riyadh has started trial operations. 

o Larson and Tubro Substation Award: Larson and Tubro won a 

turnkey construction project of a substation. 

• Defense:  

o Russia Military Cooperation: Saudi Arabia and Russia have signed 

a joint military cooperation deal. 

o Military Supply Chain Investments: The General Authority for 

Military Industries (GAMI) has announced investment opportunities in 

the military supply chain industry. 

• Tourism, Hospitality, Culture, and Entertainment: 

o Sports Industry Growth: The Ministry of Sports expects the sports 

industry to grow to SAR18 billion by 2030. 

o Media Growth: Saudi TV stations are gradually transferring their 

offices and employees from the UAE to Riyadh as part of a drive to 

turn the city into a regional media hub. 
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o Choice Hotels Expansion: Choice Hotels Europe will open at least 

10 hotels in Saudi Arabia within the next five years. 

o China Tourism MoU: The Saudi Tourism Authority (STA) signed an 

MoU with Alibaba Cloud to create a seamless visitor experience for 

Chinese tourists traveling to Saudi Arabia. 

• Retail, Luxury, and E-Commerce: 

o No significant recent developments. 

• Religion:  

o Dawa Directives: Saudi Arabia has issued directives not to hold any 

dawa (the act of inviting or calling people to embrace Islam) 

activity without permission. 

• Education: 

o School Year Starts: The Saudi school year has started with in-

person classes. 

o Mobile Phones Banned in Schools: Authorities have banned the 

use of mobile phones in schools. 

o Remote Teaching: Education authorities have allowed foreign 

teachers, unable to return to the Kingdom, to do their job remotely 

during the current semester. 

• Healthcare: 

o No significant recent developments. 
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• Technology and Telecom: 

o Samsung Customer Service Center: Samsung Electronics has 

opened its largest customer service centre in Riyadh. 

o Chip Production: Saudi Arabia has produced a type of computer 

chip, an industry first.  

Digital Competitiveness: Saudi Arabia has been ranked second 

globally among the G20 countries in the Digital Competitiveness 

Report for the year 2021 issued by the European Center for Digital 

Competitiveness. 

• Food and Agriculture: 

o Restaurant Industry Growth: Saudi Arabia’s food and beverage 

sector recorded 18% growth in sales during the first seven months of 

2021 compared to the same period in 2020. 

• Natural Resources, Mining, and Environment: 

o Mining Foreign Investment: Saudi Arabia’s mining minister stated 

he expects significant growth in investment in the industry. 

o Mining Summit: Saudi Arabia plans to host a "one-stop-shop" mining 

summit for investors, miners and other industry stakeholders in 

January. 

• Oil and Energy: Oil prices most recently stand on September 6 at $73.81 

pbb for Saudi oil (Arab Light) and $68.67 pbb for West Texas Intermediate 

(WTI). 

o Arabian Sun: For Aramco’s most recent weekly newsletter 

(September 1) see here. 

https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=7a168e5ec5&e=8a03711a99
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=833245e3fb&e=8a03711a99
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=51b5863077&e=8a03711a99
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=51b5863077&e=8a03711a99
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=148ea34e13&e=8a03711a99
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=ded6d2f4c9&e=8a03711a99
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=1588d53a0c&e=8a03711a99
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=1588d53a0c&e=8a03711a99
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=300f9c3b2e&e=8a03711a99
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=fcf2f388e0&e=8a03711a99


o Renewable Energy Plants: Saudi Arabia is building two renewable 

energy plants on land plots with a total area of 12 million sq meters. 

o Asia Oil Prices Lowered: Saudi Arabia lowered its light crude oil 

prices to Asian customers in October versus September. 

  

Geopolitical 

• Iraq Trade and Transport Agreements: Saudi Arabia and Iraq have signed 

a cooperation agreement covering transport companies, ships, and 

personnel. 

• Yemen: Houthi forces continue to target Saudi Arabia with drones and 

missiles, including notable attacks on Aramco and Abha Airport. 

  

GCC  

• Qatar-Saudi Coordination Council: Qatar and Saudi Arabia are set to 

establish a coordination council to advance bilateral relations. 

• Saudi-Oman Investments: Saudi Arabia's Investment Minister visited Oman 

to discuss boosting economic ties. 

• UAE: 

o Travel Reopens: The UAE has reopened visits for vaccinated 

travelers. 

o New Visa Categories: The UAE has announced two new visa 

categories - the green visa and freelance visa - to attract global talent. 
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o Nuclear Operations Expand: The second unit of the UAE’s only 

nuclear power plant has started operations. 

o Pakistan Oil Exploration: A group led by state-owned Pakistan 

Petroleum Ltd. will invest about $305 million to find crude and natural 

gas off the coast of the UAE. 

• Qatar:  

o US Secretary of State Visit: The US Secretary of State plans to visit 

Qatar to discuss managing Afghani refugees. 

o F-15 Deliveries: Qatar has received its first batch of the new 

generation F-15 combat aircraft. 

o Growth Forecasts: Qatar’s nominal GDP may scale up to $197bn in 

2023 from $167bn this year, according to a World Bank forecast. 

• Kuwait:  

o Sea Transport Suspended: Kuwait suspended passenger transport 

by sea due to COVID concerns. 

o Energy Project Investments: Kuwait plans to attract outside 

investors to fund three power projects under a public-private 

partnership. 

• Bahrain: 

o New Entry Requirements: Bahrain has updated its entry 

requirements. 

o Budget Deficit Drop: Oman posted a year-to-date budget deficit of 

$3.13 billion in July, a 22.2% annual decline in its fiscal shortfall. 
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• Oman: 

o Travel Reopens: Oman is allowing anyone holding a COVID vaccine 

certificate to travel to the country. 

Other 

• Miscellaneous: For earlier developments, see here. 

 

 

Resources 

• Previous Newsletters 

• Ministry of Health Dashboard 

• Ministry of Health Coronavirus Guidance 

• New Companies Law (English) 

• Chamber of Commerce Global Policy Dashboard 

• Ministry of Investment Guide to Business Continuity 

• US-Saudi Business Council 

• Saudi-US Trade Group 

• American Community of Saudi Arabia Newsletters 

• US Embassy in Saudi Arabia 

• US State Department Travel Information 
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We will be happy to provide more specific advice in the context of particular 
circumstances, concerns, and priorities; please let us know. 
 

Christopher H. Johnson, Managing Attorney  

 

 

 

Disclaimer: While the above information was gathered from sources believed to be 
accurate at the time, we cannot be responsible for errors due to human or technical error.  
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