
 

Introduction 

On September 20, 2021 a delegation from the Middle East Council of American 

Chambers of Commerce (MECACC) convened in Washington D.C. for three days of 

intense in-person events and meetings on Capitol Hill. We met with representatives 

of multiple powerful committees and were encouraged to find generally bipartisan 

support on our key trade and competitiveness agenda (indeed we soon discovered 

that we were one of the only interest groups who showed up to be heard in person 

on the Hill at this time). Key issues we promoted included: 

• Simplifying the U.S. corporate tax code and aligning tax rates with global 

norms; 

• Reducing onerous tax burdens on American citizens working abroad; 

• Sparing taxes on foreign profits made by American corporations; 

• Reducing corporate taxes to internationally competitive levels; 

• And supporting initiatives to restore the Congressional approval of tariffs (the 

President currently has unilateral authority to increase U.S. tariffs on imports 

from any foreign country without meaningful congressional oversight). 

As well as specific trade, security, investment, and strategic opportunities, issues, 

and incentives across the GCC. 



For our full 2021 MECACC doorknock report see here. 

  

Upcoming Holidays, Events, Webinars, and Conferences 

• USSBC Program: For a schedule of upcoming U.S.-Saudi Business Council 

(USSBC) events and webinars see here. 

• Red Sea Film Festival: December 6-15 

• MIT Enterprise Forum: March 2022 

  

COVID-19 Status, Restrictions, Aid, and Enforcement 

• Status: Saudi Arabia reports as of October 25, 2021, a sustained decline in 

COVID cases, with: 

o 47 new coronavirus cases daily, led by Riyadh, Jeddah, and Makkah; 

o 2,192 active cases, 548,252 cumulative;  

o 36 recoveries daily, 537,282 cumulative (>98% recovery rate);  

o 2 deaths daily, 8,778 cumulative (<2% fatality rate);  

o 45,268,720 vaccine doses administered (21,183,349 fully vaccinated). 

• Vaccines: Saudi Arabia has approved the Pfizer, Oxford-AstraZeneca, 

Johnson and Johnson, and Moderna vaccines for import and use. Health 

authorities have initiated a major vaccination campaign, which consists 

of several phases scheduled to be completed by late 2021. The stated goal is 

to reach 80% population immunity. The Ministry of Health has affirmed the 

safety of the mixing of vaccines approved in the Kingdom. The Ministry of 
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Health also allows those who have recovered from COVID to receive two 

doses of a vaccine. 

o Registration: Vaccines are available for citizens and residents. To 

register, use the “Tawakkalna” app.  

• Restrictions Ease: The Ministry of Interior announced that wearing masks 

and social distancing are no longer mandatory in most public places for the 

vaccinated, and events can resume at full capacity. 

  

Public Sector Updates  

• Net-Zero Carbon Emissions: Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman 

announced that Saudi Arabia will reduce its net carbon emissions to zero by 

2060 ahead of a United Nations climate summit. 

  

Corporate / Employment 

• New Special Economic Zones: Saudi Arabia plans to establish four to five 

special economic zones that will provide incentives for capital owners to 

invest in diverse sectors, including manufacturing, biotechnology, and cloud 

computing. 

• Saudization: The Minister of Human Resources and Social Development 

issued a decision to Saudize marketing and support management jobs. 

  

Legal 

• Al Tamimi Legal Magazine: For Al Tamimi Law’s latest magazine issue 

(August 2021, focus is on technology, media, and telecom), see here. 
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• Postal Law Violations: Violators of Saudi Arabia’s Postal Law and its 

executive regulations will face hefty fines up to SAR5 million. 

• Personal Status Draft Law: The Ministry of Justice is set to release the 

personal status draft law with the main focus on family and strengthening of 

bonds. 

  

Visas, Travel, and Repatriation 

• Travel Resumes: Saudi Arabia has lifted its ban on travelers from all 

countries except Ethiopia, Vietnam, Afghanistan, Egypt, Lebanon, Turkey, 

Brazil, India, Indonesia, and Pakistan.  

o Travel Guidelines: For an outline of travel guidelines to and from 

Saudi Arabia, see here. For Saudia’s travel guidelines, see here.  

o Visa Extensions: The General Directorate of Passports (Jawazat) 

has clarified that exit and reentry visas of expatriates who are outside 

the Kingdom can be extended electronically through the employer’s 

Absher or Muqeem platform, after paying fees through the SADAD 

payment system. 

o Saudi Citizens: Vaccinated Saudi citizens may also resume 

international travel, though they are banned from direct or indirect 

travel without prior permission to Libya, Yemen, Armenia, 

Afghanistan, Syria, Iran, Somalia, Belarus, India, Lebanon, Turkey, 

Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Venezuela. 

o Tawakkalna Requirements: The General Authority of Civil Aviation 

(GACA) requires airlines operating in the Kingdom that boarding 

passes can only be issued to passengers who have either been 
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vaccinated or have not been infected as registered in the Tawakkalna 

application. GACA said that Tawakklana is mandatory for entering 

airports and boarding flights in the Kingdom. 

o Health Insurance Requirements: Foreign visitors who come to 

Saudi Arabia are required to have health insurance coverage against 

COVID-19 infection. 

o Institutional Quarantine Requirement: All non-Saudi unvaccinated 

arrivals in the Kingdom must undergo a week-long institutional 

quarantine starting May 20. Foreign visitors arriving by air from most 

countries are exempted from the quarantine if they have been 

vaccinated. Approved vaccines are Johnson & Johnson, Moderna, 

Pfizer, and AstraZeneca. Recipients of the Sinopharm and Sinovac 

vaccines require booster doses. 

o COVID Test Requirement: Non-Saudi travelers over eight years old 

must show a negative PCR Covid-19 test result less than 72 hours 

old. 

o Immunization Portal: Saudi Arabia has launched an online portal for 

travelers to register immunization data. 

• Full Capacity Resumes: The General Authority of Civil Aviation (GACA) 

announced that all airports are allowed to operate their flights at full capacity. 

• Visa Extensions: Saudi Arabia announced it will automatically extend 

residency and visitor visas for people still unable to reach the Kingdom due 

to COVID travel restrictions. 

• Electronic Passports: Saudi Arabia will soon introduce electronic passports 

for its citizens, replacing the current ones with a machine-readable passport 
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with extra safety features. 

  

Business / Economy  

• General: 

o Policy Update: The Minister of Finance stated that Saudi Arabia will 

continue to advance its reform agenda to support the recovery and 

ensure fiscal sustainability among other points. The Minister of 

Investment meanwhile stated that Saudi Arabia wants its economic 

output to reach $1.71 trillion. 

o Inflation: Saudi Arabia's consumer price index increased 0.6% in 

September from a year earlier and was 0.2% higher month on month. 

o Capital Economics Forecast: Economic research firm Capital 

Economics expects the Saudi economy to grow by 2.5% this year 

and 7.3% in 2022. 

• Finance, Insurance, Investment, and Sovereign Wealth: 

o STV Tech Fund: STV, a Saudi venture capital firm, is looking to raise 

at least $1bn for its second Middle East technology investment fund. 

• Real Estate, Construction, Infrastructure, and Megaprojects: 

o Jafurah Cogeneration Plant Proposals: Aramco has invited 

engineering, procurement and construction firms to submit proposals 

for its $300 million Jafurah cogeneration independent steam and 

power plant (ISPP) in Eastern Province. 
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• Industry, Utilities, Desalination, and Logistics: 

o Huawei Battery Contract: Huawei Digital Power has said it will 

supply a 1300MWh battery energy storage system (BESS) to the Red 

Sea Project in what will be the world’s largest off-grid energy storage 

project. 

o Riyadh EV Push: Officials announced that at least 30% of cars in 

Riyadh will be electric by 2030. 

• Defense:  

o Joint US Naval Excercise: Saudi Arabia and the US undertook joint 

naval exercise Indigo Defender-21. 

• Tourism, Hospitality, Culture, and Entertainment: 

o Riyadh Season: The Riyadh Season arts and culture festival has 

commenced in the Saudi capital, with dozens of events to take 

place over the coming month. 

o Oil Rig Amusement Park: The PIF announced the launch of "THE 

RIG", an amusement park on an offshore oil rig. 

o Cricket Deal: The Saudi Arabian Cricket Federation (SACF) signed 

an agreement with the sports management company JSW Sports 

to develop cricket in the Kingdom. 

• Retail, Luxury, and E-Commerce:  

o No significant recent developments. 
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• Religion:  

o Grand Mosque at Full Capacity: Makkah’s Grand Mosque is 

operating at full capacity after the easing of COVID measures. 

o New Hajj and Umrah Minister: King Salman named former Minister 

of Health Tawfiq Al Rabiah as the new Minister for Hajj and Umrah. 

• Education: 

o No significant recent developments. 

• Healthcare: 

o No significant recent developments. 

• Technology and Telecom: 

o Tax Charges: Saudi Arabia has reportedly slapped several 

technology firms, including Uber and its Dubai-based subsidiary 

Careem, with tax bills worth tens of millions of dollars. 

o Spectrum Management: Hensoldt South Africa will be providing a 

nationwide spectrum management system to Saudi 

Arabia’s Communication and Information Technology Commission 

(CITC). 

o Ministry of Energy AI Team: The Ministry of Energy is building an 

artificial intelligence (AI) team with a multi-billion riyal budget. 

• Food and Agriculture: 

o No significant recent developments. 
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• Natural Resources, Mining, and Environment: 

o Australia Mining Investments: Australian mining company EV 

Metals Group Plc plans to invest $3 billion in Saudi Arabia in a bet on 

lithium and nickel used in batteries for electric vehicles. 

• Oil and Energy: Oil prices most recently stood on October 25 at $82.48 pbb 

for Saudi oil (Arab Light) and $84.66 pbb for West Texas Intermediate (WTI). 

o Arabian Sun: For Aramco’s most recent weekly newsletter (October 

20) see here. 

o Oil Policy Update: Saudi Arabia dismissed calls for speedier oil 

output increases, saying its efforts with allies were enough and 

protecting the oil market from wild price swings. 

o Blue Hydrogen Investments: The Minister of Energy announced that 

large portion of gas from the $110 billion Jafurah development will 

be used for blue hydrogen. 

  

Geopolitical 

• Aqaba Airline: Jordan has signed an agreement with Saudi Arabia to launch 

the Fly Aqaba airline to serve the Red Sea resort area of Aqaba. 

• Yemen: Houthi forces continue to target Saudi Arabia with drones and 

missiles. 
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GCC  

• UAE: 

o COVID Decline: The UAE had fewer than 100 daily COVID cases for 

the first time since the start of the pandemic. 

o Digital Economy Task Force: The Minister of Economy announced 

that the UAE will set up a task force to develop a new economy 

structure for 2050-2060. 

• Qatar:  

o EU Aviation Agreement: The EU and Qatar signed a comprehensive 

air transport agreement, upgrading rules and standards for flights. 

o Ministerial Changes: Qatar's emir created an environment and 

climate change ministry and appointed Ali Bin Ahmad Al-Kuwari as 

finance minister. 

• Kuwait:  

o COVID Restrictions Lifted: Kuwait has lifted all COVID restrictions 

for vaccinated people. Kuwait International Airport has resumed 

operating at full capacity. 

o Oil Capacity: The head of Kuwait’s oil company stated the country 

will be able to unlock some 500,000 b/d of potential output capacity in 

the next two years, seeking to allay concerns of declining capacity. 

o Prisoner Pardons: Kuwait will increase the number of prisoners set 

to be covered by an amnesty law next year as the country’s prisons 

face overcrowding. 
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• Bahrain: 

o Net-Zero Carbon Goals: Bahrain's Cabinet announced the Gulf 

country aims to reach net-zero carbon emissions in 2060. 

o Metro Construction: The Government of Bahrain has approved the 

start of Phase One of the Bahrain Metro Project.  

• Oman: 

o Wage Subsidy Initiative: The Ministry of Labour announced 332 jobs 

in the private sector including those part of the wage subsidy initiative. 

  

Other 

• Miscellaneous: For earlier developments, see here. 

 

Resources 

• Previous Newsletters 

• Ministry of Health Dashboard 

• Ministry of Health Coronavirus Guidance 

• New Companies Law (English) 

• Chamber of Commerce Global Policy Dashboard 

• Ministry of Investment Guide to Business Continuity 

• US-Saudi Business Council 
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• Saudi-US Trade Group 

• American Community of Saudi Arabia Newsletters 

• US Embassy in Saudi Arabia 

• US State Department Travel Information 

 

   

 

 

We will be happy to provide more specific advice in the context of particular 
circumstances, concerns, and priorities; please let us know. 
 

Christopher H. Johnson, Managing Attorney  

 

 

 

Disclaimer: While the above information was gathered from sources believed to be 
accurate at the time, we cannot be responsible for errors due to human or technical error.  
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