
 

Introduction 

Kingdom's Got Talent 

 

In a desert environment with fresh water at a premium, what better solution for 

feeding a growing population than relying on seawater for irrigation? 

 

Red Sea Farms CEO and KAUST Professor Ryan Lefers, a winner in a recent MISK 

Foundation entrepreneurship competition, is investing $12 million raised from Saudi 

Aramco, the FII Institute, KAUST, and Dubai-based Global Ventures to grow 

tomatoes, peppers, and cucumbers in 4-8 greenhouses in central and western Saudi 

Arabia and Abu Dhabi. 

 

With Red Sea tomatoes already on the Saudi dinner table, what other crops will be 

genetically engineered for better affordable waters of adjacent seas? 

 

Sotta Voce: Viva the Still, Small Voice 

 

Since the Islamic Affairs Ministry limited loudspeakers at mosques to 1/3rd volume, 

prayer times have become strangely subdued. 
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In the wake of a social media backlash including demands for limiting music in 

restaurants and cafés, Islamic Affairs Minister Abdullatif al-Sheikh attributed the 

measure to complaints of disturbing children's sleep, while assuring the faithful that 

nothing in the new policy need impair their religious zeal or commitment, driven as it 

should more appropriately be by internal rather than external prompts. 

 

Move Over, Acropolis 

 

While Vision 2030 has broadly aligned policies in the Kingdom with best global 

practices, this has been balanced with preservation of traditional artifacts and values, 

as reflected in impressive progress in showcasing historic Diriyah as a world-class 

example of traditional Arab architecture and culture on par with other wonders of our 

global cultural and architectural heritage. 

 

The Diriyah Gate leisure and cultural zone has grown from a $27 to  $40 billion 

project rivaling the Pyramids, Macchu Pichu, the Acropolis, and the Colosseum, CEO 

Jerry Inzerillo contended in a recent interview, as part of a broader vision to build 

Riyadh into a top 10 global city. 

 

Site in the 18th century of the first Saudi Kingdom, Diriyah will provide leisure and 

cultural options for Saudi and foreign tourists alike, like Red Sea and Al-Ula on time 

in its development despite all challenges.  

 

100 million foreign tourists are expected by 2030, rivaling Singapore and Europe 

within record time, having been less impacted by the crisis than longer-established 

destinations and expanding from a low base; some 25% of these are expected at 

Diriyah by 2030, and 100,000 residents. 
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A Brooklyn native with experience in Las Vegas, South Africa, and the UAE, Inzerillo 

discounts the importance of alcohol, based on focus groups who ignored this factor 

from among their five main concerns in planning vacations: “people were astonished 

by the beauty of the Kingdom, and by the warmth of the Saudi people. The No. 1 

thing that people like is civility: the fact that you’re treated warmly and kindly, and the 

great thing about the Kingdom right now as a society: it’s optimistic, it’s positive.” 

 

Opening Borders 

 

Amidst rising demand for a global immunization passport, the Tawakkalna app now 

functions in 75 countries, including the U.S., the UK, Canada, the GCC, and much of 

the Middle East, Europe, and Asia, though not yet in most of Latin America or sub-

Saharan Africa. 

  

Upcoming Holidays, Events, Webinars, and Conferences 

• USSBC Program: For a schedule of upcoming U.S.-Saudi Business Council 

(USSBC) events and webinars see here. 

• Eid al Adha: July 19-22 

• National Day: September 23 

  

COVID-19 Status, Restrictions, Aid, and Enforcement 

• Status: Saudi Arabia reports as of June 18, 2021, a sustained spike in 

COVID cases, with: 

o 1,309 new coronavirus cases daily, led by Riyadh, Jeddah, and 

Makkah; 
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o 470,723 cumulative cases, 10,879 active;  

o 1,022 recoveries daily, 452,209 cumulative (>98% recovery rate);  

o 14 deaths daily, 7,635 cumulative (<2% fatality rate);  

o 94,921 tests administered daily, 20,712,598 cumulative; 

o 16,362,898 vaccine doses administered. 

• Vaccine: Saudi Arabia has approved both the Pfizer and Oxford-AstraZeneca 

vaccines for import and use, while the Johnson & Johnson and Moderna 

vaccines are accepted for travelers. Inoculation is not compulsory. Health 

authorities have initiated a major vaccination campaign, which consists 

of several phases scheduled to be completed by late 2021. The stated goal is 

to reach 80% population immunity.  

o Registration: Registration for the vaccine is now available for citizens 

and residents. To register, visit here or use 

the iOS or Android “Sehanty” apps. Within 24 hours applicants will 

receive a message providing a date for receiving vaccine doses. 

o Second Dose Availability: Authorities have announced that the 

second dose of COVID vaccines will only be available to members of 

five categories: patients who are on kidney dialysis, have active 

cancer, recently underwent organ transplants, are obese, or are over 

60. The Minister of Health has stated that the administration of second 

doses will start when stock is available in large quantities. 

• Upcoming Vaccine Requirements: Saudi Arabia's interior ministry has 

stated that vaccination will be required to enter any governmental, private, or 

educational establishments (including malls) and to use public 

transportation from August 1. Vaccination will also be mandatory to attend 
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any social, economic, commercial, cultural, scientific, entertainment, or sports 

event.  

  

Public Sector Updates  

• Anti-Corruption: 136 citizens and expatriates have been arrested on 

charges of corruption, with the accused including employees of seven 

ministries. 

• GOSI-PPA Merger: The Saudi cabinet approved the merger of the Public 

Pension Agency and the General Organization of Social Insurance (GOSI) 

into an entity with almost $29 billion of local and foreign stocks.  

• Stimulus Payments: Saudi Arabia’s Citizen Account Program deposited 

SAR1.9 billion ($506 million) into the accounts of 10.4 million beneficiaries for 

June, in its 43rd batch that brings total payments to SAR97.7 billion. 

  

Corporate / Employment 

• USSTG Updates: For the latest updates from the US-Saudi Trade Group 

(USSTG), see here. 

• Noon Work Ban: The Ministry of Human Resources and Social Development 

(MHRSD) announced on Saturday that it is going to ban work from 12 pm to 

3 pm for health and safety reasons. 

  

Legal 

• Al Tamimi Legal Magazine: For Al Tamimi Law’s latest magazine issue 

(June 2021, focus is on international courts in the Middle East), see here. 
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• Foreign Ownership of Real Estate Considered: The Shoura Council has 

called on the Real Estate General Authority to coordinate with the relevant 

authorities to study its proposal allowing non-resident foreign individuals to 

own real estate in Saudi Arabia. 

• Anti-Competition Enforcement in Construction: Three major construction 

companies have been fined SR50,000 each for breaking competition laws. 

  

Visas, Travel, and Repatriation 

• Travel Resumes: Saudi Arabia has lifted its ban on travelers from all 

countries except Egypt, Lebanon, Turkey, Brazil, Argentina, South Africa, 

India, Indonesia, and Pakistan.  

o Travel Guidelines: For an outline of travel guidelines to and from 

Saudi Arabia, see here. For Saudia’s travel guidelines, see here.  

o Visa Extensions: The General Directorate of Passports (Jawazat) 

has clarified that exit and reentry visas of expatriates who are outside 

the Kingdom can be extended electronically through the employer’s 

Absher or Muqeem platform, after paying fees through the SADAD 

payment system. 

o Saudi Citizens: Vaccinated Saudi citizens may also resume 

international travel, though they are banned from direct or indirect 

travel without prior permission to Libya, Yemen, Armenia, 

Afghanistan, Syria, Iran, Somalia, Belarus, India, Lebanon, Turkey, 

Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Venezuela. 

o Tawakkalna Requirements: The General Authority of Civil Aviation 

(GACA) requires airlines operating in the Kingdom that boarding 
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passes can only be issued to passengers who have either been 

vaccinated or have not been infected as registered in the Tawakkalna 

application. GACA said that Tawakklana is mandatory for entering 

airports and boarding flights in the Kingdom. 

o Health Insurance Requirements: Foreign visitors who come to 

Saudi Arabia are required to have health insurance coverage against 

COVID-19 infection. 

o Institutional Quarantine Requirement: All non-Saudi unvaccinated 

arrivals in the Kingdom must undergo a week-long institutional 

quarantine starting May 20. Foreign visitors arriving by air from most 

countries are exempted from the quarantine if they have been 

vaccinated. Approved vaccines are Johnson & Johnson, Moderna, 

Pfizer, and AstraZeneca.  

o COVID Test Requirement: Non-Saudi travelers over eight years old 

must show a negative PCR Covid-19 test result less than 72 hours 

old. 

o Immunization Portal: Saudi Arabia has launched an online portal for 

travelers to register immunization data. 

o Potential Tourism Reopening: The Kingdom reportedly plans to 

soon reopen to foreign tourists. The Saudi Central Bank announced 

the possibility of adding COVID-19 coverage to insurance policies 

for non-Saudi tourists. 

o Sinovac/Sinopharm Recipients Barred: Saudi Arabia has barred 

the entry of individuals inoculated with Chinese vaccines (Sinovac and 

Sinopharm) into the country. 
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o Free Visa Extensions: Saudi Arabia has started the automatic 

extension of visas and residency permits of expatriates stranded 

abroad who are citizens of 20 countries. 

• FlyNas Seychelles Flights: Saudi airline FlyNAS is starting direct flights to 

Seychelles from July 1. 

• Tawakkalna Expansion: The Tawakkalna app is now available globally with 

services accessible in 75 countries. 

• Pre-Travel Vaccination Status Registration: The General Authority of Civil 

Aviation (GACA) has issued a circular to all airlines asking them to ensure 

that all foreign nationals coming to Saudi Arabia have registered their 

vaccination status online before departure. 

• Germany Flight Resumptions: Fully vaccinated travelers from Saudi Arabia 

can visit Germany beginning June 25. 

 

Economy  

• General: 

o Moody’s Forecast Adjustment: Moody's Investors Services 

maintained Saudi Arabia's credit rating at A1, with a negative outlook, 

citing external shocks due to COVID pandemic. It expects Saudi real 

GDP growth to reach 1.6% and 5% in 2021 and 2022, respectively.    

o World Bank Forecast Adjustment: The World Bank raised its 

forecast for growth in Saudi Arabia’s economy to 2.4% in 2021 

compared with its previous forecast of 2%, and 3.3% in 2022 

compared to 2.2%. 
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o Economic Scale: Saudi Arabia made up 29.3% of the $2.39 trillion 

Arab economy in 2020. 

o Non-Oil Growth: The Kingdom’s non-oil sector grew 2.9% in the first 

three months of 2021 compared to the same period last year, while 

the oil economy shrank 11.7% due to production cuts made to support 

prices. 

• Finance, Insurance, Investment, and Sovereign Wealth: 

o Middle East Infrastructure Fund Funding: The PIF has agreed to 

commit up to a fifth ($160 million) of a planned $800 million Middle 

East infrastructure fund being established by Aberdeen Standard 

Investments and Investcorp. 

o Digital Bank Licenses: The Saudi Arabian Monetary Agency (Central 

Bank) announced the completion of procedures to study applications 

for licensing two local digital banks to conduct electronic banking 

activities. 

• Retail, Luxury, and E-Commerce:  

     No significant recent developments. 

• Real Estate, Construction, Infrastructure, and Megaprojects: 

o Red Sea Bridge: The Red Sea Development Company has hired 

Greek marine contracting specialist Archirodon to design and build a 

bridge to its main hub island, Shurayrah. 

o NEOM-Olympic Committee MoU: The Saudi Arabian Olympic 

Committee (SAOC) has signed an MoU with Neom to collaborate on 

developing and enhancing a world-class sports system in the country. 
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• Defense:  

o Air National Guard Contract: Saudi Arabia is to contract out the 

training and support of its Air National Guard (SANG), with a request 

for information (RFI) issued by the US government. 

• Tourism, Hospitality, Culture, and Entertainment: 

o Taiba-Dur Merger: Taiba Investment Co. and Dur Hospitality Co. are 

in talks to combine their businesses and form a company with a 

market value of $2.4 billion in Saudi Arabia’s real estate, hospitality, 

and investment industry. 

o Louvre Expansion: Louvre Hotels Group plans to expand its portfolio 

in Saudi Arabia to 47 hotels by 2025, adding a total of nearly 7,000 

rooms to its portfolio. 

o Red Sea Film Fund: The Red Sea Film Foundation has launched the 

Red Sea Fund, a $10 million fund aimed at supporting projects 

with Arab and African directors. 

• Religion:  

o Hajj Limits: The annual hajj pilgrimage to Mecca next month will be 

restricted to 60,000 and limited to people living in Saudi Arabia. Over 

450,000 applied within the first 24 hours of the opening of 

applications. 

o Required Smart Cards: The Ministry of Hajj and Umrah has stated 

that no one will be allowed to perform Hajj without a smart card and 

a documented official permit. 
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• Education: 

     No significant recent developments. 

• Healthcare: 

o Moderna Partnership: Moderna and Tabuk Pharmaceuticals 

announced an agreement to commercialize the Moderna COVID 

vaccine and future variant-specific booster candidates in Saudi 

Arabia. 

• Technology and Telecom: 

     No significant recent developments. 

• Food and Agriculture: 

     No significant recent developments. 

• Industry, Utilities, and Transportation: 

o GE Desalination Plant: GE Renewable Energy’s Grid Solutions has 

won a deal from Doosan Heavy Industries and Construction Co. Ltd. 

to build a turnkey substation that will power the Yanbu-4 independent 

water producer plant. 

• Natural Resources, Mining, and Environment: 

o Mining License Auction: Saudi Arabia plans to auction two major 

mining licenses in 2022 for activities that include gold, copper, and 

zinc. The Kingdom also plans to launch a comprehensive geological 

survey to help determine mining potential. 

o Ma’aden Contract: Saudi Arabian Mining Company (Ma’aden) has 

awarded a contract to Jac Rijk Al-Rushaid Contracting to provide 

mining services at its Mansourah-Massarah gold mine. 
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• Oil and Energy: Oil prices stand on June 18 at $73.41 pbb for Saudi oil 

(Arab Light) and $70.59 pbb for West Texas Intermediate (WTI). 

o Arabian Sun: For Aramco’s most recent weekly newsletter (June 16) 

see here. 

o Rising Prices, Rising Production: According to Goldman Sachs, 

Saudi Arabia is expected to hike its crude oil production to 10 million 

bpd by the end of 2021, up by 1.5 million bpd from May, due to rising 

global oil demand. Crude oil has climbed to its highest price in nearly 

three years, with Brent crude topping $73 per barrel. 

o Aramco Sukuk: Aramco has raised $6 billion from recent sukuk 

issuances. 

  

Geopolitical 

• ILO Membership: Saudi Arabia has been elected as a titular member of the 

International Labour Organization’s (ILO) governing body until 2024. 

• Yemen: Houthi forces continue to target Saudi Arabia with drones and 

missiles.  

o Expanded Houthi Missile Range: A new variant of the Houthi’s 

Burkan missile has a range of at least 1,200 km, covering almost all of 

Saudi Arabia. 

o Ceasefire: Saudi Arabia has suspended air attacks on Houthi rebels 

as diplomatic efforts seek to secure a ceasefire and resume 

negotiations for ending the war. 
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GCC  

• UAE: 

o UN Security Council Appointment: The UAE has been elected 

unopposed to the UN Security Council for the 2022-2023 

term, replacing Tunisia in the Asia-Pacific slot. 

o Emirates Route Resumptions: Emirates is ramping up operations 

and expanding services aiming to resume 90% of its pre-pandemic 

network by the end of July. 

• Qatar:  

o LNG Expansion: Six top western energy firms are vying to partner in 

the vast expansion of Qatar’s liquefied natural gas output. 

o Work Resumptions: Qatar's cabinet announced it will allow up to 

80% of public and private sector employees to return to offices from 

June 18 as a part of its plan to gradually ease coronavirus-related 

measures. 

o Government Reshuffle: The Emir of Qatar has appointed Masoud al-

Ameri as justice minister in a limited government reshuffle. 

• Kuwait:  

o GDP Contraction: Kuwait’s GDP shrunk 9.8% to $118.8 billion in 

2020 down from $130 billion in 2019, with the non-oil economy 

shrinking 2.5%. 

o August Travel Resumptions: All vaccinated expatriates can travel to 

Kuwait beginning August 1. 
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• Bahrain: 

o Stimulus: Bahrain has announced a BD485 million economic 

stimulus package to support sectors hardest-hit by COVID. 

o Work Permit Suspensions: Bahrain has suspended work permits for 

people from red list countries including India, Nepal, Pakistan, 

Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka. 

• Oman: 

o Filipino Worker Suspension: Philippines authorities have 

temporarily suspended the deployment of overseas Filipino workers to 

Oman. 

o Private Sector Salary Aid: The Ministry of Labor announced that the 

government will contribute about OMR200 each for salaries of 15,000 

private-sector jobs. 

  

Other 

• Miscellaneous: For earlier developments, see here. 

• Ambitions as Strategic Hub: Saudi Arabia has stepped up efforts to 

outflank the United Arab Emirates and Qatar as the Gulf’s commercial, 

cultural, and/or geostrategic hub, leveraging its economies of scale 

to compete on multiple dimensions.  
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Resources 

• Previous Newsletters 

• Ministry of Health Dashboard 

• Ministry of Health Coronavirus Guidance 

• New Companies Law (English) 

• Chamber of Commerce Global Policy Dashboard 

• Ministry of Investment Guide to Business Continuity 

• US-Saudi Business Council 

• Saudi-US Trade Group 

• American Community of Saudi Arabia Newsletters 

• US Embassy in Saudi Arabia 

• US State Department Travel Information 

 

   

 

 

We will be happy to provide more specific advice in the context of particular 
circumstances, concerns, and priorities; please let us know. 
 

Christopher H. Johnson, Managing Attorney  

 

 

Disclaimer: While the above information was gathered from sources believed to be 
accurate at the time, we cannot be responsible for errors due to human or technical error.  
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5th Floor, # 259 

https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=bc81e4d203&e=e3f02dcb89
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=42d9d327d3&e=e3f02dcb89
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=e9bee5a5b3&e=e3f02dcb89
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=785e77953e&e=e3f02dcb89
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=5ced7f8915&e=e3f02dcb89
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=9b202b90ea&e=e3f02dcb89
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=42e6786b88&e=e3f02dcb89
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=2f787e77d0&e=e3f02dcb89
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=0e5f026a30&e=e3f02dcb89
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=9cd61870ba&e=e3f02dcb89
https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=60b8c35434&e=e3f02dcb89


 

Riyadh 11413, Saudi Arabia 
Tel: +966 11 462 5925 

https://www.alshariflaw.com/ 
 

Chris@alshariflaw.com 
   

   

 

https://alshariflaw.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88a45d818cd8e3786c2eb762c&id=45b947674f&e=a675df960c
mailto:Chris@alshariflaw.com

